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A
A DASH OF LIME 

WITH THAT

I commend the photographer for trying something a 
little different here. There has been some thought go 

into the composition, with the water coming in from top 
right and then dispersing after hitting the lime, 

providing many ‘dashes of lime’ that we could enjoy. 
Unfortunately, in my opinion, this image is quite dark, 
with nothing appearing sharp, suggesting the image 

would benefit from more light to enable the 
photographer to use a faster shutter speed. This, along 

with the use of a tripod, would help to freeze the 
movement of the water. Be careful too, to avoid the 
aberration that is evident around the lime - perhaps 

caused in post processing by over sharpening.   
Accepted

7

A AFTER THE RAIN

A beautifully delicate image, highlighting the effect of 
the rain on this poppy (?). We can see how the flower is 
weighted down from the seemingly continuous rain - a 
feeling I can currently relate to, which is reinforced by 
the image being taken from the rear of the flower. The 
photographer has ensured the background here is non-
intrusive, with the green leaves providing context and 

neutrality. The raindrops are sharply in focus, as are the 
details in the flower and stem. My eyes would prefer it 

if they could follow the stem into the image and then be 
held by the intricacies of the flower head, but as it is, 

my eyes keep following the stem out of the picture. As 
we naturally read from left to right, the photographer 

might like to try flipping the image and seeing what they 
think.    Honours

19

A BEHOLD THE EGG

I’m full of admiration for anyone who attempts these 
water drop images. I appreciate the amount of skill and 

effort involved, as well as the many clicks required to 
get one that’s satisfactory. In my opinion, this is a fine 

example, with the ‘egg’ and the Worthington spout nice 
and sharp, softened by the ripples stretching out from 
around it. The composition centralises the egg and the 

spout, which gives us a feeling of symmetry, and the 
angle chosen gives a clear background. The 

photographer has also left enough room to include the 
reflection below, and some head room around the egg, 
almost giving the impression that they had all the time 

in the world, which we know is not the case.      Honours

18
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A BUBBLE BATH

Love the title! We can see the bubbles all over this 
image, but it’s not a bubble bath I would enjoy! There is 

a great story here…..I feel like I need to see the next 
image to know Mr Lime Hat (currently submerged), gets 
up for air in time! We can see from the proximity of the 
rocks that the boat needs to move out from its current 
predicament, and the photographer has thankfully left 

some room in the front for it to achieve this. The 
inhabitants of the boat are at various stages of catching 
their breath, and I also commend the photographer for 

capturing these emotions.      Honours

17

A CHERRY ON TOP

Another nice water drop image, with a well-chosen title. 
The cherry and the spout are nice and sharp, and 

centrally placed with the ripples stretching out from the 
base. With the photographer using a high angle, this 
base becomes the background. The cherry stands out 
clearly, but the rest of the image has been left quite 

dark giving the image an overall moody feel. The bleed 
of red at the bottom is a little distracting, and using a 

different colour palette may have minimised this.        
Highly Commended

16

A
CRYSTAL CLEAR 

WATERDROP

This image reminds me of the top of a bottle, with the 
blueness adding to the impression of it being some kind 
of glass bottle, emerging through a solid, cold, looking 

water barrier. The focus of the image looks to have 
fallen on the front of the bigger circle, and the image 

would be improved if that focus was a little broader and 
also included the smaller circle. In my opinion the image 

needs more light/flash to allow a faster shutter speed 
and better focus. I find the coloured reflections at the 

base of the image quite distracting, and not adding 
anything to the story here. The photographer could 

remove them, if they agreed, or they might also like to 
look at the image in black and white, reducing the 

impact of the intruding brightness.    Merit

12

A DIVIDED

Simplicity at its effective best. With the ripples on the 
left of the rope, contrasting with the smoothness on the 

right, the loose lane rope provides a perfect division 
between the two. The photographer has composed the 

image well to have the rope traversing the image 
diagonally, from bottom left to top right.      Honours

20



CAMBRIDGE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB - WATER - 31/08/2022

3 of 17 SET

GRADE SET>TITLE COMMENTS Pts IMAGE

A DUCKS TO WATER

I believe these are actually Canadian Geese, but they 
seem a happy little threesome nonetheless. Three, of 
course, is a great number to have, but it always make 

me wonder about the family dynamics! The 
photographer has made the most of the light here, 

getting a catchlight in the eyes, and a nice golden hue to 
this image. They have then chosen to use the shoreline 
and the geese to visually divide the image into three. 
Although the foreground gives us some context to the 

scene, the photographer might like to see what the 
image looks like without it, and focus solely on the 

geese.  Highly Commended

15

A FLOW

This image had me looking and wondering what it was, 
floating on the water….it’s an interesting capture to see 

the flow of the debris, whatever it is. So the image is 
aptly titled. The rocks in the background provide some 

context, suggesting this is a river flow, but I wonder how 
essential it is to know that. As an image, the 

photographer might like to focus on the flow more, and 
the abstractness of it, by cropping in closer and 

removing the rocks and clear water. In my opinion, it 
could make for a lovely black and white abstract.  Highly 

Commended

15

A GOLDEN BAY

What an impressive expanse of coastal land! The wide, 
shadowed, foreground at the base of this image is our 

starting point. Then our eyes follow the rivulets of water 
out to the ocean, with a backdrop of distant land along 
the high horizon. It all makes for an image that tells the 
story of wide open spaces, with plenty of room to enjoy 
whatever it is that has taken you to this idyllic spot. The 
inclusion of the horses and riders is a great way to give a 

sense of scale and strengthen that feeling of vastness. 
Just as well the riders were wearing white, or we may 

have lost them in the sand. Although the photographer 
would have had no control over the track marks on the 
right, they do in my opinion, tend to interrupt the view. 
The photographer might like to consider cropping the 

image into a 16:9 or letterbox size, which would remove 
some of the empty foreground, minimising the impact 

of the track marks, without taking away from the 
vastness of the space.        Highly Commended

15
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A HYDRO POWER

Aptly named. The raw power of the water is evident 
here, from the wall of water in the background to the 

dancing splashes around the edges and in the 
foreground. It all looks cold and forceful, so not 

somewhere you’d want to get too close to. In my 
opinion it is unfortunate that the wall of water is in 

shadow. Although I appreciate the photographer could 
do nothing about this at the time, it does affect the 

image and gives more visual weight to the foam 
highlights, where perhaps the true power lies in the 

shadows. If the photographer were to lift the shadows 
slightly, it would go some way to rectifying this.   Merit

12

A
MAN FROM 

ATLANTIS

I hope this competitor got to see a copy of this image, 
as it shows him in a somewhat thoughtful stage as he 
reaches up to remove his goggles before heading to 
transition (if it’s a triathlon). The photographer has 
included the hints of other swimmers in the image, 

supporting the story of a competitive environment, but 
highlighted our man from Atlantis, with a nice narrow 
depth of field. We can see, from the water action, that 

he’s just lifted his arms out of the water, and has no 
idea he’s being photographed. A well composed and 

well executed candid portrait.      Honours

18

A MAPUA ESTAURY

This layered landscape welcomes us with the five boats 
in the foreground, and are backdropped by the 
surrounding landscape and the hills. It is a well 

composed and very restful image to look at, but in my 
opinion the blue tones tend to take priority over the 

natural beauty that is obviously present. The 
photographer might consider experimenting with the 

white balance or converting to black and white.       
Highly Commended

14
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A SHIMMER LAKE

Here we see one sole boat heading out on the lake in 
the mist. It looks lonely and cold, but also peaceful for 

the boatie. The fog/mist would no doubt muffle the 
sounds around him, just as it is muffling/diffusing the 

light coming from the early morning sun that’s trying to 
win the battle. There is however, enough light coming 

through for us to see a hint of the horizon to go with the 
reflection of the sun on the water. The photographer 
has chosen to angle these, with the boat seemingly 
going uphill, competing with the straightness of the 

darkened foreground. The photographer might like to 
completely crop the foreground out, in order to retain 

the diagonal composition, with the reflected ball of light 
forming the foreground interest instead. They may also 

like to find more potential for the image if it were 
converted to black and white.  Merit

13

A SPLASH DANCE

The longer I look at this image, the more I see in it. I can 
see 2 or 3 dancers in the lighter coloured water, with 

ribbons streaming out behind them. The colour palette 
chosen suits the dancing theme, and the gradient used 

in the background compliments the colours in the 
splash. The square format works well with the central 
line being where I see the dancers, supported by the 
curves on each side that balance the image visually. 

Whilst I commend the photographer on their 
imagination and skill in putting this image together, it is 

let down by the splash itself not being sharp. I also 
wonder if the line across the middle is needed, as the 

reflected words provide their own type of division 
between the top and bottom.         Highly Commended 

14

A TOUGHING IT OUT

It looks cold out there! The photographer has caught an 
action packed moment here, and is certainly showing us 

the wild side of water sports. It even looks like it’s 
raining as well, so plenty of water!The action is placed 

so that the point of the funnel of water is on the bottom 
right third, and our eyes travel up from there to see 

what’s causing the water disturbance. Is he riding a jet 
ski? Has he turned it? And will he stay upright in all that 
choppy sea? We’re unable to clearly see the expression 
on the riders face, but from side on he looks as though 

he’s concentrating hard on the manoeuvre. The 
mechanics of this photo have been well handled, but I 

just feel I need more information to complete the story.  
Highly Commended

16
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A WALL OF WATER

I’m intrigued to know where this wall of water was, and 
even more curious to know where the photographer 

was at the time of taking the photo. The choice of crop 
works well, with the wall of water almost filling the 

frame, with the bottom of the image showing us where 
the water lands and the turbulence it causes there. 

Black and white is also a good choice, and it shows good 
contrast between the two. There is some noise in the 

image, which does not necessarily detract. We can see 
some more water through the other side of the wall, so 

I’m still left wondering what it is we are looking at.     
Merit

12

A WATER DROP

Here we have another interesting shape of water drop. 
Well done to the photographer who has captured the 

collision of one drop hitting the previous one as it rises, 
causing this mushroom looking spout. The background 
here, in my opinion is a little intrusive, as it places the 

collision neither below or above the horizon line. A 
lower angle would have given a cleaner backdrop, with 
the spout completely above the line. To me, this image 
seems a little soft in the wrong places, and would have 
benefitted from a faster shutter speed, to successfully 

freeze the action.       Highly Commended

14

A WATER PATTERNS

What an interesting array of patterns. The 
photographer has chosen to show us the reflections on 
the top of the water, in an abstract fashion, which in my 

opinion is very effective. It almost looks like crumpled 
up tinfoil when it reflects the light. I like the way the 

patterns are larger on the left, reducing in size as they 
angle around to the right hand side. The photographer 
might like to consider shaving an edge off the left, to 

make for a smoother line without the black arrows. To 
me they suggest there is more that we can’t see, but 

without those little black bits, the smooth line of 
blueness would help the image seem somehow more 

complete.        Honours

17
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A
WENTWORTH 

STREAM

There is a definite story here of a turbulent stream, 
accentuated by the photographers choice of shutter 
speed, highlighting the tumultuous action.They have 

chosen to give us a birds eye view, which helps us to see 
the water coming in to the top of the image. With a 

little more room at the bottom we would be able to see 
it go out too. The action of the water is the main event 
here, and we are encouraged to look around within the 
image, by the framing of green around the outside with 
the trees. It’s an interesting image to look around, and I 
enjoyed wandering through it.       Highly Commended

15

B EFFERVESCENCE

This image reminds me of the old fashioned champagne 
glasses, filled with bubbly. It feels light and airy, and 

fun. There are bubbles of water throughout, at various 
depths of field which help give the image a three 

dimensional look. Whilst I commend the photographer 
for their vision, and appreciate the effort involved, I was 

disappointed to note that the image has nothing in 
focus, and in my opinion, isn’t blurred enough to be 

able to be termed impressionistic.       Highly 
Commended

15

B GREEN REFRACTED

The heart of this image is what the title describes, and 
the refraction in the water of the green beneath the 
surface has a painterly effect, reminiscent of Monet 
style. However, around the edges of the image, the 

photographer has chosen to include the bush at bottom 
right, and the plants top left. Whilst these balance each 

other out visually, and add some foreground and 
background interest, in my opinion they are at odds 

with the overall story, and therefore detract from the 
total impact this image would otherwise have. If the 
photographer is keen to keep them, they may like to 

look at toning down the brightness, and removing the 
stray strands along the bottom of the frame.             

Highly Commended

15
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B HANG TEN 1

This surfer looks to be having a great day! The 
photographer has almost frozen the action, so we see 
the surfer on his way up. I wonder if he made it down 

successfully. The water is angled from left to right, and 
the surfer is placed nicely on the third, with some room 

to hopefully make that landing, and head in to shore. 
The surfer and his board are a little soft in focus, but the 
exposure has been handled well. Nothing is blown out, 
even with a white t shirt. I like the way the board and 
his arm are facing in the same upward direction, but 
unfortunately that means his arm is shading his face 

and we can’t clearly see the expression.    Merit

12

B
PIAKO WINTER 

TORRENT

This triptych sums up this winter for me! So much rain, 
our rivers are overflowing! The photographer has 

captured the muddy look here too, as if the torrential 
rain has stirred up the ground it’s landed on and is 

sending it all downstream! A nice slow shutter speed 
has added to the feeling of moving torrents here, and 
the white water appears soft and fluffy. The framing 

used is nicely matched to the consistent colour palette 
in all three images.. The top image gives us a wider view 

of the torrent, with a hint of the environment. This 
image on its own tells a lively story. The bottom two go 
in closer for a look at the torrent in more detail, but in 
my opinion, the three don’t necessarily work together 

to make a bigger story.    Highly Commended

14

B SPLASH

A lovely bright, impressionistic image. If this was my dog 
I’d have the image on my wall. The photographer has 
caught enough detail for us to get the impression that 

this dog is having a ball in the water. Perhaps he’s 
chasing one! With the colour palette, we are also led to 

believe it’s a sunny day with some nice reflections on 
the water. There is enough room left in the image for 

him to move forward, and the blurred reflection of the 
dog just adds to the appeal.       Honours

19
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B THREE WATERS

Oh my goodness. It has been a wet winter hasn’t it! The 
view of these floods shows us how high the water has 

got in parts. The narrowness between the two 
fencelines makes me wonder if it’s a driveway or some 

kind of access way that has been completely 
submerged. Whatever it is underneath all that water, 

we end up with three different areas of water, and the 
play on words in the title will be extra relevant to NZ 
viewers. The photographer has angled this image to 
have the fence lines diagonally splitting the photo, 

which means our eyes can follow from bottom left to 
top right, even if at times they are distracted by the 

highlights on the fence posts.       Highly Commended

15

B WIPE OUT

Here we have another view, of what appears to be the 
same surfer. Again, the focus is soft and the water is 

angled nicely. We can see the surfer airborne this time, 
with his arm and board facing in an upward direction. 
However, although his face is still in the shade of his 
arm, we can see a little more of the expression on his 

face. In my opinion, there is some room to lift the 
shadows a little more, to make that even clearer, but 

the focus remains an issue.   Merit

13

C BUDERIM FALLS

This delicate waterfall puts me in mind of a bridal veil. 
The photographer has chosen a shutter speed that 

slows the movement of the water and give us a nice 
image of flowing water against a sharp background. The 

angle that the image is taken from gives me a feeling 
like I’m almost underneath the water, and may feel the 
spray from the waterfall. With the water streaming in 
from the top left and flowing through the image, we 

also get to enjoy some of the surrounding environment 
on each side. Perhaps the photographer would like to 
remove the stick on the left to clean that rock of stray 

debris.          Highly Commended 

15
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C BUT ITS WARM

With the way the light is falling on this girl, there is no 
doubt she is the star of the image. Everything else is 

muted, either through shadows or blur, showing good 
use of depth of field. Compositionally, I like where the 

girl is placed in the image, on the right hand third, but in 
my opinion, the light and the focus are slightly 

misplaced by both falling more strongly on the girls arm, 
rather than her face. The photographer might also like 
to look at the horizontal level of this image. To me, it 

seems to be slightly sloped to the left.       Highly 
Commended

15

C OVERFLOW

More evidence of all the rain we’ve been having! The 
photographer has placed the waterfall on the top third, 
giving the water plenty of room to flow, and we can see 
some turbulence in the water at the bottom. Whilst the 

photographer has used a shutter speed to slow down 
the water flow across the ridge, in my opinion the 

shadows falling across the flow limit the impact that 
could be made of this overflow. With the debris on the 
left hand side, and the suggestion of a flooded paddock 
beyond, I feel the photographer has given us parts of a 

few different stories here, with no story quite 
complete.   Merit

12

C RAGLAN ROCKS

With the water leading us into this image from the left 
hand side, we are taken along the rocks in the 

foreground, out to the ocean, with a glorious sunset in 
the background, all framed by a moody sky which keeps 
our eyes within the frame. The photographer has placed 
the horizon on the top third, given us plenty of detail to 
enjoy as we travel through the image, not least of which 
is the sunrise, nicely reflected in the ripples as we head 

towards the ocean. Beautiful!  Honours

20

C
WAITOMO 

WATERFALL

This is definitely going on my list as a place to visit. It 
looks like it’s buried in the bush, with surrounding 
mossy rocks and shadowed areas. The angle of this 

image is nice and low, with the foreground dominated 
by the rock on the right and the water flow on the left, 
which then leads us in to its origins at the waterfall. A 

slower shutter speed has been used to show the 
movement of the water in the falls, which is a little 
brighter on the lower, more intense waterfall, so 

therefore taking the lion’s share of our attention. The 
top waterfall looks delicate by comparison, and whilst I 
appreciate the three steps taking us through the image, 

that lower, brighter waterfall keeps dragging my 
attention.      Highly Commended

16
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A
GLACIAL RIVER 

HOKITIKA GORGE

You could be forgiven for thinking this was an unnatural 
colour for the water in this image, but this river is 

known for its teal coloured hue due to the rock flour 
suspended within it. It’s  colourful splendour only adds 
to the icy feel of it. The photographer here has used a 
nice long shutter speed, smoothing out the water, but 
we can still see how clear the water is when we look 

around the rocks. With the water flowing from the left 
and the right of the photographers position, the 

composition works well. The water blends and then 
flows on down around the bend and into the distance. 
With the moody sky in the background, and the deep 

green of the bush, we are left with the feeling of nature 
and all its winter glory. Honours

20

A
GOLDEN WAVE OF 

MURIWAI

With the west coast ocean flowing in from the left this 
image feels right! It is compositionally pleasing with the 
arc of the shoreline linking the background with the cliff 
and the jutting rock in the foreground. Whilst the image 
is called golden wave, in my opinion, the yellow is over 
saturated and giving the image an unnatural look. The 
photographer might like to experiment with the white 

balance to achieve a more subtle golden hue. The image 
also feels slightly sloping to the right, which the 
photographer might like to also check. Highly 

Commended

14

A
ICM AUTUMN 

LEAVES

This image blends a variety of autumnal tones and 
shapes in order to achieve a warm and interesting 
image to explore. The redder of the tones, placed 

primarily on the top third demands our attention, but is 
well supported by the underlying greens and browns. 

We can see the shapes of leaves throughout the image, 
bringing to mind the leaf clutter beneath an old oak 

tree. Whilst in my opinion, the image is a little dark, that 
can be mitigated by the feeling it provokes of cooling 

and darkening Autumn days.  Honours

17
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A LAKE TAUPO

There’s nothing quite like capturing the long reflection 
of a golden sunset on water, and this one on Lake Taupo 
has made the most of the reflection, using the portrait 
orientation to emphasis its  reach. In my opinion, if the 

photographer were to lift the shadows slightly, the 
shrubbery around the edges of the image would still be 

silhouetted, so take nothing away from the reflected 
glow, but rather enhance the scene by providing more 

contrast and providing a natural frame to the main 
event. Highly Commended

16

A
LAST OF THE 

SUMMER WINE

Another image making the most of the low sun and the 
long shadows it casts. The photographer has captured 
this group in the park with some glorious backlighting 
which shines through the hair of both human and dog. 

The tree in the foreground provides a frame to the 
scene, with both its trunk and leaves. The shadows of 
the group reach down to the tree, so they lead us to 

where the group is standing, bathed in the golden light. 
The sun star provides an added interest to the scene, 
although it is a shame that the centre is blown out. 
Another moment or two before or after may have 

hidden more of the centre and given more of a star 
formation.   Honours

17

A
LIGHT THROUGH 
THE MIST- LAKE 

WAHAPO

This image in the swamp forest, gives me an eerie 
feeling, as I wonder what might emerge out of the mist! 
The clump of trees in the foreground provide some nice 

interest as well as adding to the reflections in the 
foreground. As the mist rises, the soft golden glow from 
the right shines through and adds to the eerie feeling. If 

the photographer were to raise the shadows slightly, 
this image would move from eerie to ethereal, and I 

commend the photographer for their vision. Honours

19
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A MISTY MORNING

This image typifies a Waikato winters morning for me. I 
can just imagine strolling along that path with my dog, 

enjoying the most peaceful time of the day. The 
photographer has used the path and the fence as 

leading lines into the photo, linking the foreground with 
the background, and clearly illustrating the gradual loss 

of clarity and contrast that occurs with fog and mist. 
Our eyes naturally follow the leading lines to the group 

of trees in the background, the largest of which has 
been nicely placed on the third. We are further 

encouraged to stay within the image by the vignette 
used on the outer edge. If I were to suggest anything, it 

would be for the photographer to experiment with 
flipping the image, to see what they think when the 

leading lines come from the left, rather than the right.   
Honours 

18

A
MOODY MORNING 

JACKSON BAY

This landscape image gives us a clear fore, mid and 
background, composed with the beach, the ocean, and 
the mountain blending together to give us this restful 
scene. The sun is nice and low in the sky here, giving 

some long shadows from the rocks in the foreground, 
and bringing a golden light to this morning scene. 

Compositionally, I like the 16:9 ratio, but feel the weight 
of the sky at the top of the image is quite heavy, and 

wonder if the photographer would consider lessening it, 
even though that would place the horizon closer to 

halfway. The photographer might like to experiment 
with lifting the shadows slightly, in order to bring a bit 

more detail to the left hand side of the image.           
Highly Commended

15

A
NZ DOTTEREL 

KAIKOURA

Such gorgeous birds, and this one has been captured in 
its natural habitat, fossicking through the seaweed for 
lunch! The photographer has placed the bird on a nice 

diagonal angle, with the eye of the bird on the 
intersection of thirds, and we can also see the 

catchlight. The legs are caught at a good angle, on the 
same line as the body, giving us three different contacts 

with the sand. The photographer has blurred the 
background, and added what looks like a texture to the 

bird and its immediate surrounds. Whilst, in my opinion, 
it looks slightly better from a distance, the close up view 

does not appeal. Merit

13
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A WILDEBEEST FEAST

Yum! He seems to be enjoying his snack. With the angle 
the photographer has caught this beast, it has 

accentuated the texture in his neck as he turns his head 
towards us. The depth of field gives us a nicely muted, 
blurred background with the focus falling clearly where 

it should - on the eye of the beast. He is very kindly 
facing towards the sun, giving a catchlight in his eye and 
highlighting the rim of his horns. Compositionally, I like 
the way the photographer has cropped so that we see 
evidence of the animals legs, and also included some 

room in front of him where we are given the context of 
his surroundings. Wildlife photos such as this are always 
enhanced when the animal is doing something, even if, 

as in this case, it’s just eating a meal.  Honours

20

B
CATHEDRAL COVE 

SUNRISE

This is such a gorgeous place! The photographer has 
treated us here by composing the image within the 

archway of the rock, using it as a frame for the view. 
There is enough detail in the archway too, for it to be a 
part of the scene. The light does look to be golden from 
what we see shining on the rocks, but in my opinion, a 

lift in the whites would bring more of that into the 
image. As it is, to me, the image appears somewhat flat. 

The photographer might also like to check the level of 
this image. It appears to be sloping to the left.     Highly 

Commended

16

B
JUVENILE SEA 

EAGLE HALIAEETUS 
LEUCOGASTER

What an impressive looking bird! An impressive photo 
of him too! The photographer has captured the bird as 
it comes in to, presumably, land on the branch that has 
been included in the image. The exposure is great, with 
no blowouts, and we can see plenty of detail in the eye 
and the plumage of the bird. The background water and 

rocks give us an insight into the birds habitat, and we 
can only wonder at what he will grow into when he is no 

longer a juvenile!  Honours

20
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B
THE TAUPO TREE 

SUNSET

As the sun sets on Lake Taupo, we see the golden tree, 
nicely placed on the third of this image. This is a restful 

image, that would be very calming if hung on the wall as 
a piece of artwork. The hues of purples and blues add to 
the restfulness, along with the long shutter speed that 

has calmed the waters around the tree. Whilst the 
photographer has chosen a traditional 2x3 crop for this 
image, I encourage them to experiment with different 

ratios if they do go to print. One of my favourites is 
16x9. In my opinion, not all the sky is necessary, and this 

narrower crop would eliminate some.                         
Honours

18

B
THE FORD IN THE 

ROAD

Eek! More flooding! These intersections could prove 
hazardous in these situations, if it weren’t for the 

shingle surface to the road that might slow down the 
lone traveller. The photographer has placed the flood 
on the third, giving it the emphasis, surrounded by the 
expanse of tundra and some glorious snowy mountains 

in the distance. The slight vignette around the edges 
helps to keep us within the frame, and continue to 

explore what this image has on offer. In my opinion, a 
slight lift in the shadows would make this a little easier.                           

Highly Commended

16

B
THE MILK TANKER 

DROVE IN

Without the title, we wouldn’t know it was a milk 
tanker, but the light trails from the long exposure here 

certainly suggest something big is driving past. Once we 
know it’s a milk tanker, we can see the milk factory in 

the background but the low key aspect to this image has 
minimised any of the distractions we might otherwise 
find. In my opinion, the photographer has added an 
artistic layer here, to an otherwise ordinary image.     

Honours

18

B
THE WINDING 

ROAD

With the road coming in from the bottom left, we are 
able to follow it around the bends, through the 

treelined lane, and into the distance. This road is 
overshadowed though by the snow covered mountains 
in the background. The overall image is of a rural winter 

scene and is very picturesque. However, I’d like to 
suggest the photographer experiment with the white 

balance in this image, as in my opinion, it seems to have 
a blueish overtone, often an issue with photographing 

snow.      Merit

13
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B TUI TIME AGAIN

These are the most interesting birds! Their plumage is 
so colourful! The white on their neck and throat can 

sometimes cause issues for photographers, but in this 
case, the photographer has done well to keep the detail 
in the whites, although some detail has been lost in the 

darker parts of the plumage. We have some leaves in 
the foreground, suggesting he is perched in (or near) a 

camellia bush. With the brightness of these, the 
photographer might like to consider adding a darker 

vignette around the outside of the image, to draw our 
eyes away from the lighter distractions, and keep us 

focused on the bird.   Highly Commended

15

C CLASSIC WRECK

This old Plymouth has certainly seen better days! But it 
does have a secondary life, providing somewhere for 

the wild plants to grow. The photographer has chosen 
to give us an angled view of the classic, so we can see 

the front and the side, as it leads us down to the car at 
the back. In my opinion, the car at the back suggests 

this is in a collection of similar abandoned vehicles, so 
the photographer could look at cropping that second 
car out if they wanted to create a more spontaneous 

impression.  With the sun so bright, the photographer 
might also like to raise the shadows, if they wanted to 
get more out of the many and varied textures in the 

rust.                                    Highly Commended

16

C LEGS

Given that when we see people in images, we expect to 
see their face, this image takes us by surprise, by hiding 
the face with the umbrella, and therefore adding some 
intrigue to this woman. The chairs are angled in a way 
that they go down slightly in the image. The line of the 
legs are followed up through the umbrella stem to the 
top. In my opinion, this line would be more appealing if 
everything went from left to right, so the photographer 
might like to consider flipping the image horizontally, 

giving the chairs an upward angle and the legs and 
umbrella from left to right. I like the white background, 

but the yellow shadow under the chairs is a bit 
distracting. This could be easily rectified in lightroom, if 

the photographer chose to.  Highly Commended

15
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C
SHORELINE 
STALKERS

These oyster catchers appear to be enjoying their stroll 
along the shoreline. With the sun on their faces, they 
have nice bright beaks and legs, but the bulk of their 

bodies has been left in the shadows, so they are quite 
dark, losing any detail that might be in their plumage. 

The photographer may be able to retrieve some if they 
shot in RAW and have lightroom or similar to process 

with. Alternatively, if the photographer finds 
themselves in this position again, they would do well to 

have the sun behind them to help light the subjects 
evenly. Accepted

10
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