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A ARDMORE

Great plain blue sky, against which the 
plane stands out.  I also like the darkened 

corners.  The plane is rather central and I’d 
prefer a crop off the right, to make it less 

central.

12

A
AUSTRALASIAN 

GANNET

While there is great detail in the white 
feathers, the dark ones tend to merge with 
the background somewhat.  However, I do 
like the plain background.  It’s an unusual 

angle from which to take it, and I would 
actually prefer to see its face.

10

A BORAGE  HONEY

Well done!  The bee’s wings are absolutely 
superb.  The bee and flower are both nice 

and sharp and the background is beautifully 
subdued.  Good colour throughout.

18

A
CRUISIN THE BIG 

BLUE

The simple background, again, makes the 
bird stand out.  In some areas the bird 

appears sharp, but the wings seem to be 
made up of round dots.  I cannot imagine 
why.  Whatever the cause, they make it 

appear less sharp.  The bird is well placed 
in the frame, making it a nicely balanced 

image.

12

A DART IN FLIGHT

So well done!  This is full of action and 
anticipation, it certainly looks like it is 

heading directly for the bullseye.  The dart 
feathers are pin sharp.  It is on a very strong 

third and is beautifully balanced by the 
bullseye on the lower third.  Even though 

the board is brightly coloured, the dart 
retains the attention.

19

A DRONE PAPANUI

Although this is taken from a drone, it 
doesn’t, in my opinion, fit the brief.  Am I 

being too picky?  I also find it a tad 
overexposed, there should be more punch 
in the foliage and rocks.  The flat, full on 

lighting doesn’t help either.

8

A KAREAREA

This has lovely lighting, a great diffused 
background, from which the bird stands out.  

However, because it’s rather central, I’d 
crop off some from the left to place the bird 
in a more balanced position.  Trouble is, the 

bird’s not really sharp enough.

7
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NEW ZEALAND 
FALCON

I bet you think I’m going to say, crop some 
off the right.  But hey, I’m not going to.  In 

this case I like all that space the bird has to 
fly into.  The most important part is the bird’s 
face, and particularly its eyes, and these are 

pin sharp here.  The wings, although 
beautifully blurred by movement, still stand 

out from the diffused background.

17

A ROCKET LAUNCH

The trouble with a simple rocket launch from 
a safe distance, is that it seems rather 

static, if a rocket launch can ever be static.  
There’s no real sense of size, nothing to 
compare the rocket to, except the fence 
posts.  I fear they are giving the wrong 
message, and making it appear small.  

Anyway, good exposure, it’s sharp, well 
balanced near a third, but still it doesn’t grab 

me

11

A TAKE OFF

What’s good about this?  Perfect exposure, 
great lighting, superb balance, sharp, 

diffused background AND little grains of 
sand falling from its feet.  What more can 

you want!

20

A
TAKING HOME 

THE BACON

I’d crop a tad from the right side, to make a 
more balanced composition.  The bird’s 

head and eye are pin-sharp and there’s just 
a wee bit of movement in the wing tips.  

Overall, I feel it’s a smidgen over-exposed.  
It needs a little more punch.

15

A TO SEA SOAR

What a delicious title.  Sharp eye, sharp 
beak and sharp bird against a simple 

background.  There’s plenty of room to fly 
into which, for me, adds to the movement 

and drama.  I used to struggle to get 
subjects in the frame, but it seems much 

easier nowadays with multi shot cameras.  
Think of all the birds we’ve seen tonight, 

and the bee!  Anyway, well done.

17

A UP

A white and red plane against a dark blue 
sky.  So simple.  That is what I most like 
about it, the simplicity, nothing to distract or 
take the eye from the subject.  The diagonal 
the plane is on, adds movement and energy 
to the image.

11
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B 201 CIRCLES

This is very static, with everything dead 
centre and just the tiniest, out of focus wee 
bird to break the symmetry.  It, the bird, is 

such an insignificant part of the 
composition, even though it’s on a third, that 
if you blink you’ll miss it.  The softish lighting 

does give nice modelling to the structure 
and it’s sharp, however, it’s a bit of a stretch 

to illustrate flight.

5

B HOME

 Another tiny bird, but one that’s not lost in a 
frenzy of circles.  It’s a lovely tree, 

silhouetted against a simple sky, but I think 
the blacks are just too black.  In other 

words, the blackness is more dominant than 
the subject.  After writing that, maybe it 

doesn’t make sense.  I think a good crop 
from the left and the bottom, by reducing the 
size of the black areas, will lighten the whole 

image and make it feel more balanced.

10

B HOT AIR

While acknowledging there are three bright 
green balloons, and their reflections, here, 
that doesn’t explain the very green colour 

caste to the image.  The slight cross lighting 
shows the modelling on the balloons and 
takes away the flatness.  The grouping is 

rather static, there’s no feeling of 
movement.

8

B KOTUKU 3

How glorious.  Sharp, with a tiny bit of 
movement in the wing tips.  Great lighting, 
shows the texture of every feather with no 
burnout.  Extremely well positioned in the 
frame, creating a balanced image.  The 
colour, or lack of it, adds to the delicacy.

18

B KOTUKU 4

While this one, with the angled flight, is 
even better than the previous one, 

composition-wise, it lacks the all important 
sharpness.  The feathers are detailed to the 

nth degree, but the bird has obviously 
shaken its head at the critical moment, 

mucking up what would’ve been a superb 
shot.  I also find the out-of-focus grasses a 

bit distracting.

11

B TAKING OFF

This bird is good and sharp, but a tad burnt-
out in places.  After all the bird pictures with 

diffused backgrounds, this is a bit 
disconcerting because there are so many 
catchlights in the background, all of them 
sharp, and they do distract from the main 

subject.  You need to play around with 
differential focus a bit, to give you another 

tool in your kitbag.

12
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B TERNS

The birds are beautifully placed in the 
frame, making a balanced composition.  I 
love the movement in the background and 

in the birds.  Although I can’t see their eyes, 
their beaks seem sharp.  There’s a slight 
loss of detail in the very white areas of the 

trailing bird, but this could just be movement 
rather than overexposure.  By cropping 

slightly, top or bottom, you have added to 
the feeling of movement.

13

C 90 DEGREES

Oh wow!  Looks like you were under attack 
here.  Good reference to the angle of the 
wings.  What a pity the plane of focus was 
just behind the bird, rendering it very un-

sharp.  Some of that blur is caused by the 
movement of the bird, but not all of it 

unfortunately.  You also need to find out 
about differential focus, it can work wonders 

with your images.

7

C AERODYNAMICS

While you’ve managed to get this bird 
against the darkest part of the background,  
he is rather central.  A crop off the left side, 

taking off the whitish blob at the top left, 
would improve the balance quite a bit, giving 
the bird room to fly into.  Unfortunately, the 
closest wing appears to be the only sharp 

area.  The colour is brilliant, well done.

10

C BYE

I’m open to all sorts of odd images, but this 
is stretching it a bit far, even for me.  I agree 
that this depicts flight, and I don’t care about 
all the negative space, it just falls a bit flat.  I 

tried a radical idea and cropped off all the 
background, hills, houses and sea.  Try it, it 
simplifies the image and gives more impact 
to the child.  I hope you keep thinking like 

this.

12

C
NEAR THE END OF 

THE FLIGHT

I find this a tad difficult to look at, because 
it’s so sharp!  The colour/exposure is 
superb and the composition is very 

balanced, with the bird on the conjunction of 
two thirds.  The feathers are all totally sharp 

and the underside ones have a sheen to 
them.  As I said, it is so sharp every little 
detail shows, hence me saying I find it 
difficult to look at.  I absolutely love the 

highlight in its eye.

18
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C
PIWAKAWAKA 

CHASING INSECTS

This is very well caught.  They move so fast, 
as evidenced by the movement in the wings.  
I think a quite strong crop all around would 
greatly improve the image, as the bird is 

rather small in the frame.  Great exposure 
and lighting, and that all important catchlight 

in the eye, just brings the bird to life.

12

C THE FIGHT

What a superb shot.  The diagonal angle of 
the airborne bird adds movement and 

energy to the image.  You have controlled 
the gradual fall off of focus in the 

background extremely well.  The top bird 
connects to the lower one at the head, 

which leads down to the kill on the ground.  
A dynamic, action packed story, beautifully 
exposed and caught at the right moment.

19

BEST OF THE FLIGHT

(Agrade) - Taken Off (Bgrade) Kotuku 
(Cgrade) The Flight         Favourite Take Off
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A
A SPLASH OF 

LEMON

Beautifully lit and beautifully sharp.  The colours are 
vibrant and the lighting depicts the glass perfectly.  
For me, it is a bit central and I would prefer a crop 
off the right, about half the distance from the glass 
to the frame edge.  I realise this now puts the bowl 

dead centre, but the glass is now on the third, and it 
seems the more dominant element.  Remember, 
this is only my opinion.  I do like the reflections.

17

A ALLIUM

Even though it is a dramatic image, the colours are 
delicate and subtle.  The lighting is great, although 
some may say the shadows are a bit dark, I think 
not.  One change I would like to see is obliterating 

the stem coming in from the left.  My eye keeps 
getting distracted by it, rather than enjoying the 

beautiful shape of the dried flower case.

16

A
CATTLEDRIVE KING 

COUNTRY

This is just magnificent.  The mist creates several 
receding planes, giving depth to the image.  The 
composition is so very well balanced and there is 
detail throughout.  The colours are great and it is 

sharp.  I love the animals on the right, stopping for 
a quick chomp on the roadside grass.

19

A HALF WAY THERE

Beautiful soft lighting suits the frosted glass bottle.  
I note your careful attention to detail – getting the 
level of the liquid in the bottle exactly on the line in 
the background.  However, it seems rather dull to 
me.  It’s a great bottle, with which you could have 

done something much more creative.

8

A STREET MUSIC

Even though this is sharp throughout, the three 
musicians still stand out well against the very busy 
background.  Although they are beautifully back lit, 
there is plenty of light from in front of them, to show 
every detail of their faces.

11

A THREE OF A KIND

Again, a very central composition, but this time I 
think there’s too much space all around the subject.  

The flowers are bright and intense and they are 
grouped as 2 and 1, which makes the composition 

balanced.  The lighting on the quirky vase is 
extremely good.  I like the starkness of the black 

background.  I just want less empty space around 
the subject.

16
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B AURORA BLOOMS

The lighting here has reduced the flower head to a 
deep and mysterious object.  I also think it would be 
more balanced as a horizontal.  The subject would 

therefore be larger in the frame and more 
dominant.  The colours are intense and beautiful, 

but there seems to be very little in focus.  You need 
a deeper plane of focus.

8

B GENTLY HELD

While the colours are good and the idea 
interesting, the execution has let you down.  

There’s nothing really sharp, in fact it is very grainy.  
The water drop, the whole point of the picture, is 

almost unrecognisable as such and is burnt out at 
the bottom.  However, an excellent idea, and I hope 

you’ll try again.

4

B NEVER FORGET

By B Grade, I expect you to have not only 
recognised the need for a bit of post-production, 

but have also mastered the art of said post-
production.  The cenotaph is on a third and is 

beautifully lit, and the two green lights on either 
side add interest and weight to the composition.  
However, the white dot almost on the right frame 
and the brightly lit shops on the left should have 

been cloned out.  By removing them, the eye can 
settle on the real subject without being distracted. 

I do like the very subdued trees on the right.

8

B
REFLECTIVE 

SYMETRY

Oh my goodness!  This is so simple and delicate.  
I’m a little torn whether this central composition 

works better than an on-the-thirds one.  Let us just 
say, if it were mine, I’d put the stem on the right 

third, but you prefer it in the middle.  Well, it’s your 
image so I bow to your wishes.  It really is just 

beautiful.  (What a weak comment from a judge!)

15

B SEASON REFLECTED

You have made the most of the image, by cropping 
it long and low.  The silhouetted tree on the right 

stops the eye from wandering off out of the frame.  
The reflection is almost perfect, with just a few wee 
ripples to add movement.  The time of day has not 

been the best though.  This full frontal, head-on 
lighting has reduced it to a very two dimensional 

picture and I also feel it is a wee bit over-exposed. 

8



CAMBRIDGE CAMERA CLUB OPEN 19/07/2021

8 of 9 OPEN

GRADE OPEN>TITLE COMMENTS Pts IMAGE

B
THE CHANGE 
CONTINUUM

Here we have a glorious array of different light 
bulbs.  They must look wonderful in the garden at 
night, but that does not mean they will necessarily 

make a good picture.  There seems no 
compositional balance, in either position or colour, 
and you’ve not tried for a more interesting, creative 
angle or viewpoint.  You have chosen the perfect 

time of day with some detail left in the background.

8

C
HAURAKI AT SUN 

RISE

 I do like the long exposure you’ve given this, 
feathering the water in to softness.  The foreground 

rocks lead the eye to the far shore.  There are 
masses of detail in those rocks, but also in the 
distance hill.  I particularly like the tree, which is 

almost on the third.

17

C
NEW BRIGHTON 
PIER AT SUNRISE

So much to like in this.  The soft lighting, the 
precise recession of the pier pillars, the slightly soft 
water, the minimalist colour palette.  I could go on, 
but I won’t.  Suffice to say I’d give this an Honours 

in A Grade.

20

C NIGHT TRON

Good idea, but very hard to execute well.  Maybe 
you left it too late, you needed just a bit more light 
to reduce the heaviness of the blacks.  Also, if it 
were earlier there wouldn’t be such a contrast 

between the street lights and the shadows.  You 
could improve it by cropping from the left to halfway 
through the tree trunk, and from the right to leave 

just a small part of the Bank building.

8

C PREHISTORIC

Another detail filled image with soft velvet water.  It 
is compositionally strong, with the foreground rock 

adding depth.  The title underlines the misty, 
mysterious, other-world character of it.  The colour 

is subdued but also rich and you could cut the 
sharpness with a knife.

17
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BEST OF THE OPEN

(Agrade) - Cattle Drive (Bgrade) Reflective 
Symmetry (Cgrade) New Brighton Pier at Sunrise                     

Favourite New Brighton Pier
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