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OLD A GRADE DIGITAL 

A GOOD BREW 

BEST IN TIME 

 

The beater on its own was an excellent choice, 

The taps did help to tell a little more of a story 

but the high lights of the taps were a bit dis-

tracting. 

 

MERIT 

FISHING DAYS ARE OVER 

CIRCA 1916 OR 2016 

Good subject matter selected but let down with 

a post production filter that I felt was too 

heavy and over dominant. 

I did  however feel that the sepia  colour 

helped.  ACCEPTED 

Technically a good clean sharp well lit Image 

With the addition of another  element such as a person it 

could have held my attention longer and created a stronger 

story and therefore could have taken it to a higher grade. 

 

MERIT 

Good strong compositional lines, excellent use 

of de saturated tones and good atmospheric 

feel. 

Well done to the author. 

 

HONOURS 
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OCEAN POWER BLOCK 

OLD DECAY 

OLD NOT MUCH TRACTION 

LEFT ON THE SCRAPHEAP 

OLD A GRADE DIGITAL CONTINUED 

Great tones and textures used in this image, 

combined with a strong curving S composition 

leading the eye through the Image and  

concluding at the small building top right. Even 

the cabbage tree adds another element. 

Well seen. 

HONOURS 

An interesting old find  with some  interesting 

textures but lacking strong composition . 

Try getting in closer to the metal with a macro 

Im sure there were plenty of great textures and 

shapes to be found as well. 

Lighting was also a little flat. 

ACCEPTED 

 

Good strong dynamic composition.  It’s a shame you did not clone 
out the modern boat on the right hand side which is both  

distracting and moves away from the theme of old. 

Good colour palette and textures. 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

You have selected an appropriate angle from 

which to shoot. 

The engine, a shallower depth of field would 

have helped to separate the engine from the 

background. 

I would like to see a little more contrast and 

a touch more details in the shadows. 

ACCEPTED 
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PRELOVED 

PRESERVING THE OLD FOX 

RELICS OF THE PAST 

SAUL TEAK SHIP 

Good subject choice.  Could have done with a 

stronger vignette and a little more breathing 

space around the building as the crop feels 

uncomfortably tight. The image is sharp where 

it is important for it to be sharp ie. The sign. 

 

ACCEPTED 

Great colour palette.  Excellent tonal range.  

Well lit, sharp and full of detail, however, I 

would like to have seen the arch of the wheel 

on the left hand side of the image cropped 

tighter to match the right side to ad more  

symmetry. 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

Soft muted colour palette and light rays give an 

atmosphere of a very old and dusty hide-away.  

The tonal balance has been handled superbly.  

Good use of selective vignette to help contain 

the eye within the image. 

 

HONOURS 

Very beautiful colours and textures, however, when cre-

ating an image that is semi-abstract, one of the primary 

concerns needs to be that of composition and unfortu-

nately this image is lacking in strong compositional ele-

ments, leaving me as the viewer confused as to exactly 

what the author wanted me to look at. 

ACCEPTED 
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STEAMING ALONG 

THE OLD BALL AND CHAIN 

THE OLD BLOCK HOUSE 

Good clean sharp image.  A vignette could have helped 

contain the image and perhaps a crop off the bottom to 

the edge of the railway line could have helped to create 

a stronger dynamic. Good detail in highlights and  

shadows. 

 

ACCEPTED 

Good use of black and white to avoid distractions.  

Strong diagonal lines of the wood work well with 

the opposing strong diagonal line of the ball and 

chain.  Excellent tonal range from black to white. 

Vignette possibly a touch  heavy handed.  Would 

like to have seen a little more story telling by  

introducing another element, which could have 

taken this image to an honours. 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

Sharp, well exposed image, however, the 

sloping horizon is rather disconcerting. Try 

re-cropping. 

 

ACCEPTED 
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OLD A GRADE CONTINUES 

THE TRACTOR 

TRADER 

TREASURED NMEMORIES 

TUNED OUT 

Good strong focal point, however, Im not so 

sure that such a pale desaturated background 

actually works well with the tractor on the tree 

stump.  Furthermore, the post production clear 

cutting has been handled without delicacy and 

accuracy of a level that I would expect from an 

A grader.  NOT ACCEPTED 

This is a classic example of how sometimes less 

is more.   

Would like to have seen a little more contrast, 

but well seen by the author. 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

A good concept, would like to have seen more breathing space to 

the right of the camera, as it is, it is partially cropped and par-

tially not cropped.  Be careful of highlights on the outer edges 

of the image as it can draw the eye out.  Good use of sepia. 

 

MERIT 

Excellent tonal range and texture, once again, this is 

another example of an image being let down by the 

lack of a really strong composition.  As the viewer, 

my eye jumps from highlight to highlight without 

finding a final resting place.  When you are creating 

an image, be very clear about where you want the 

viewer to look, about where you want the eye to  

enter the image and where you want the eye to  

finally rest within the image. MERIT 
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VELOCIPEDE 

WHEN I WAS YOUNG 

WRITERS COMPANION 

Excellent...excellent subtle limited tonal range and post  

production that gives the effect of tilt shift with a fine line 

of focus through the middle (if the author did take this with a 

tilt shift lens, then I apologise for any presumption that the 

effect was done in post production).  This is a very simple  

image and the lack of a bike seat just adds that little wow 

factor.  

HONOURS 

Had this image been produced with a sepia tone and lighter 

edges to mimic and old photograph, I would have been  

satisfied, but the author has chosen to use some kind of red/

green tonal that has left the man in the portrait looking like 

he is suffering from an unfortunate skin condition which is 

very disconcerting and unflattering; added to which is a lack 

of connection between the viewer and the sitter with the 

downcast eyes. 

Your choice of model was excellent for the subject, I suggest 

you go back if possible, re-shoot, attempt to make a  

connection between yourself and the model and simply  

de-saturate your colours. 

 

NOT ACCEPTED 

Good choice of subject matter, but, it feels 

like this is two images.  On the left we have 

the glasses leading us into the image, then we 

are confronted with the big black spine of the 

book down the middle of the image and on the 

right we have the diagram.  There is nothing 

to make the eye travel in  a circle within and 

around these links, therefore my eye is left jumping from one to the other. Pay  

attention to compositional lines. Sharp, well lit image. 

 

ACCEPTED 
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ABANDONED 

BYGONE ERA 

OLD B GRADE  DIGITAL  

FUN AND GAMES OF YESTERYEAR 

I MISS YOU 

Plenty of age and texture in this lovely old 

cottage.  Be careful of light spots at the 

edges of your frame leading the eye out as is 

the case here with the light coming through 

the trees behind. A little clogged up in the 

blacks.  The daffodils add interest. 

 

MERIT 

The angle that the author has selected to photograph these 

items has left me, as the viewer, a little confused.  There 

are bright highlights on the left and others on the right and 

others at the bottom in the grass, and all of those areas 

are fighting for my attention, so my eye is unable to move 

smoothly through the image to a final point of focus.  It 

does however, have a strange insect-like appearance with 

the headlight looking like an eye....within that, there could 

be some possibilities to work with. 

ACCEPTED 

Good, clean, simple image.  Well lit.  I enjoyed the 

colour palette, however, I would like to have seen a 

little more separation between the tractor wheel 

and the toy front right. 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

Great colour palette, well lit, good strong simple 

composition, the only criticism would be the big 

highlight on the arm just below the shoulder.  

Had this been removed this image could have 

done better.  As it is I award it... 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 
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Page 9 

NEARING THE END 

OLD BIKE 

OLD DOG 

OLD FORD 

Good title.  I feel the flower is too close to the right 

hand side of the image, almost touching the border, I 

would also like to have seen some more detail in the 

petals of the flower to accentuate it’s dry lifeless  
nature.  Colour toning is appropriate for the subject. 

 

ACCEPTED. 

I enjoyed the use of primary colours: yellow, 

blue, red in the way they create a small triangle 

of colour within the frame. Just found the 

white boards on the right hand side leading out 

of the image a little distracting. 

 

MERIT 

Interesting choice of angle to photograph this truck 

from.  Be wary of highlights on edges ie. Clouds and the 

highlight at the back of the truck, otherwise a good 

clean well captured image. 

 

MERIT 

Vignetting has worked well to keep the eye in 

the frame.  Would like to have seen more detail 

in the blacks.  The compositional lines are   

somewhat confusing and my eye is jumping to and 

from all the highlights.  Pleasing colour palette. 

 

ACCEPTED 
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OLD B GRADE DIGITAL CONTINUED 

WINDOWS OF OLD 

PASSING TIME 

For me this is more of a snapshot than a created image.  

The author has not taken into account the bright high-

lights coming between the trees at the top or the  

distracting panel of iron and wood in the foreground at 

the front.  If it is the latrine the author would like the 

viewer to focus on, then perhaps they could have tried 

getting closer, or even at a different camera angle.  

There are good details in the shadows and the image is 

sharp. 

 

ACCEPTED  

Credit to the author to attempting to keep 

all the verticals straight.  The details on the 

inside and the outside of the building have 

been well handled lighting wise.  The image is 

a little busy and again, lacking a really clear 

focal point. 

 

ACCEPTED 
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OLD C GRADE DIGITAL  

1961 M11 ZEPHYR 

ANY OLD IRONY 

GROWING  OLD TOGETHER 

CHILD ABUSE 

Good use of complimentary colours red and blue.  Well 

lit, sharp, strong focal point; if I could suggest any  

improvements it would be a little bit more breathing 

space at the back of the car and to continue the blue 

of the ocean up to the top of the image.  When photo-

graphing somebody in a car, try to use a polarising  

filter to help reduce the glare of the windscreen.  Well 

done. HIGHLY COMMENDED 

Sign is indeed ironic and in keeping with the set 

subject.  Well seen by the photographer. 

 

MERIT 

Good on the author for coming up with a concept.  I enjoyed 

the tear in the dolls eye and the title.  Would like to have 

seen more details in the blacks and perhaps a little more of 

the doll’s surrounding to help set the scene. 
 

MERIT 

Well done for keeping the verticals straight.  I 

feel it may have worked better as a mono tone 

due to so many small brightly coloured objects 

within the frame.  Sharp well lit image. 

 

MERIT  
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OLD C GRADE DIGITAL CONTINUES 

 

HOW OLD IS TOO OLD 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 40 YEARS OLD TODAY 

OLD BUT STILL MY FAVOURITES 

NEVER TOO OLD 

Lovely old man, but I see this as a missed opportunity.  He is 

cropped partially through his head and his foot is uncomforta-

bly close to the bottom of the frame. 

The leg of the person on the left is very distracting and the 

colour balance is way too blue.  When you are travelling and see 

such characters, take the time to approach them and compose 

your shot.   

ACCEPTED 

Well lit, sharp, well composed image of a lovely old man and his 

book. 

 

HONOURS 

Simple yet effective image, tells a story.  

Excellent lighting. 

Just be wary of minor distractions in both 

top corners. 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

I guess age is all relevant, personally for me 40 

is young, but if I was looking through the eyes 

of a 10 year old, 40 would seem ancient, so I 

guess I have to concede to the idea that this 

fits the theme ‘old’.  The image has a very 
strong focal point in the number 40 and the 

people behind do help in telling the story, but 

what takes it from being 

a cleverly seen image back into the realms of a snap shot are the 

messy details left behind such as the click top box protruding 

from behind the 40.  The lighting has been well handled. 

ACCEPTED 
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OLD TYRE PROTECTING THE FERN 

SEATED GRAVESIDE 

STEAM IS HERE TO STAY 

TELL ME THE OLD OLD STORY 

OLD C GRADE DIGITAL CONTINUES 

This image has so much potential.  When I first saw it 

I said to myself “wow” ... But then, I saw all those 
other things, the things that the photographer should 

have taken the time to remove, such as the white jar 

and the orange fitting and screws at the bottom.  Had 

these elements been removed, this would have been a 

most striking image in both colour and composition, 

and worthy of an honours. MERIT 

A lovely quiet moment captured sympatheti-

cally by the Photographer.  The lighting on the 

old man has been handled very well.  There is a 

slight blue cast, but it does not override into 

the skin tones too seriously.  

HONOURS 

Quite a strong diagonal composition.  I would like 

to have seen some more details in the shadows 

and I found the white tag somewhat distracting.  

Good colour palette. 

 

MERIT 

Well lit, strong diagonal composition.  I found 

the abrasions on the man’s hand rather  
distracting. 

 

MERIT 
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OPEN B GRADE DIGITAL 

MODEL IN THE MAKING 

NATURAL BEAUTY 

JUST HANGIN 

AUTUMN BY THE LAKE 

Well handled highlights and shadows, good use of shallow depth 

of field.  Found the wood bottom left a bit distracting. 

 
HIGHLY COMMENDED 

Well exposed, with good of shallow depth of 

field to isolate the foreground.  I found the 

pink flower top left distracting.  

 

MERIT 

Stunning autumn colours, beautifully  

reflected. 

 

HONOURS 

Well caught moment, would like to have seen a cleaner 

background and unfortunately the eye of the chimp is not 

as sharp as it should be. 

 

ACCEPTED 
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OPEN C GRADE DIGITAL 

GALLERY WALK 

BEAUTY IN THE GARDEN 

AUTUMN IN THE PARK 

AAHZ0252 

Beautifully sharp with well controlled whites in 

face.  Although a shallow depth of field has 

been used successfully to blur the background, 

I still found the large highlight top centre a 

bit distracting. 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

Well handled lighting of a believable moment of a 

woman sitting in the park, however, I did find the 

solitary autumn leaf falling very distracting. I would 

like to have seen it removed, or alternatively, lots of 

autumn leaves falling all around her to add balance.  

MERIT 

A nice concept.  I like the way the leaves and the tattoo work 

well together tonally, but I did find the white top did not work 

well with the overall colour scheme. I believe it would have 

been a more successful image had she been wearing clothing 

that toned well with the leaves and her tattoo.  I also found 

the eye on the left of the image showing too much white giving 

her an unflattering appearance. ACCEPTED 

Excellent use of monotone to simplify the image down to it’s 
core elements. 

The photographer has successfully captured the figure in 

the ideal location with the frame. 

 

HONOURS 
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WHIO AT OHINEPANGO SPRINGS 

WOW! HOW MUCH PER METRE 

 

 

 

OPEN C GRADE DIGITAL CONTINUED 

Well done to the author for their se-

lection of shutter speed and exposure 

to capture a wonderful moment of ac-

tion.  Excellent colour palette. 

 

HONOURS 

An interesting attempt at a different view 

point.  I feel the image would have been  

enhanced by removing the cream part of the 

building to the left so that the inside of the 

car and the left side of the lease sign would 

have created natural triangles, giving much 

stronger composition. 

 

MERIT 
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PRINTS 

SET A GRADE 

YESTERYEARS TYRE SHOP 

SET A GRADE 

BYGONE BATHROOM 

SET A GRADE 

37 CHEVY 

OPEN A GRADE 

REFLECTIONS RAGLAN 

Lovely texture in the clouds and in the ToiToi, 

however, I find the rock heavy and weighing 

the image down giving it an unbalanced feel.  I 

did enjoy the sea spray haze on the right hand 

side of the image. 

ACCEPTED 

This image is better in the digital form than in the 

print form due to the fact that in the digital image 

the author has left space above the roof of the 

building behind the car, whereas in the print, the 

matting has cut through the roof and the star 

burst.  Also in the print, there is a great deal of 

noise, especially in the shadows.  NOT ACCEPTED 

Well handled tonal range.  The matting has not 

been into account and subsequently has cut into 

the arch of the tool hanger at the top of the 

frame. 

 

MERIT 

A well seen image.  The highlights and shadows have been well 

managed.  The colour palette is subtle and appropriate. 

 

HIGHLY COMMENDED. 


